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FS2 – Y6  
Word Classes 



At the beginning of the learning journey, children learn that nouns 
are the words that we use to name things. They may create noun 
phrases such as ‘the dog’ or ‘a hat’ to name things. Nouns form the 
‘subject’ of our writing. Pronouns such as he/it/they can be used to 
avoid repetition of the noun.  

 
As children begin to combine words to describe what is or has 
happened, they begin to know that verbs are the words that we use 
to describe action or states of being. When children are confident 
with basic verbs (e.g. run), they can begin to make more precise and 
adventurous choices (e.g. sprinted, jogged). 

 



Once children can link nouns and verbs to create phrases and 
simple sentences (or main clauses), they begin to join ideas 
together and learn that conjunctions like ‘and’ help us to join 
ideas and to create compound sentences. 

 
Learning that nouns can be described by using words that we 
call adjectives, gives children the skills to make their simple 
and compound sentences more descriptive and interesting. 
Children expand nouns by using increasingly sophisticated 
vocabulary as they progress through school. 

 



Once children are confident at extending sentences to create compound 
sentences, they learn to vary the way they extend their sentences by 
introducing subordination (using subordinate conjunctions). As they become 
more skilled at using subordination in conjunction with a main clause, they may 
vary their word order and examine the effect of beginning sentences with 
subordination or at creating multi-clause sentences and when is best to do this 
in their writing. 

 
Children begin to understand that verbs, adjectives and 
adverbs can be modified by adverbs or adverbial 
phrases, in order to further describe the subject and 
events of their writing. 

 



More confident writers may use several nouns within a 
sentence, and prepositions allow us to show the 
relationship between these nouns. 

 
The name we give to the word that determines the kind of 
reference a noun or noun group has, for example a, the, 
every. 

 

 

 

 



Our curriculum is sequenced so that children master using the 
different classes of words with increased understanding and control 
as they move through school. 

When is each word class first introduced? 
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